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To Sir Richard Cocks. 


Sir Richard, 


S I am a Commoner of England, it is, as I toid you be- 
fore, my Right and my Duty to take notice, and com- 
plain to the Houſe of Commons, of all, or any ſuch mat+ 
ters of publick concern as are proper for the Inquiry or 

Conſideration of that Houſe. And as I am a Chriſtian, I am much 
more obliged to uſe that wy wy diſcharge that Duty, when they 
are ſuch as do affront, or do Contempt to the Chriſtian Religion, 
which is the Religion of the Nation, and fo Eſſential a part of this 
Conſtitution, that it is one of the Fundamental Principles of our 
Laws, that what-ever Laws are enacted in any thing contrary to 
this Religion, they are ſo far void and null. This is the common 
Right and Duty of every Commoner of England. \ But beſides all 
this, I have been for ſome Years, by the ſpecial Providence of Al- 
mighty God, ingaged in his more immediate Service, and without 
limitation to any ſpecial Charge ; ſo that where-everl have oppor- 
tunity for his Service, I am obliged faithfully to diſcharge it. And 
beſides all this, I am obliged by Oath to be faithful to the preſent 
King, which I intend, by the Grace of God, faithfully to perform, 
tho tor ſpecial, and, I think, good reaſons, I refuſe to take it again. 
Theſe are great Obligations, and ſuch as I cannot diſcharge without 
taking notice and complaining of what I obſerve greatly amiſs in 
both Houſes of Parliament. And I ſhall do it firſt to you, as my pro- 
per Repreſentative ; and by you deſire it may be repreſented to 
_ Houſe, as you will anſwer it to your Country, for which you 
erve. 

In your Houſe I obſerve ſuch abominable Impiety, and Contempt 
of Religion, as greater hath rarely been known : I have heard it 
complained of by Members of the Houſe, that a Man can hardly 
mention any thing of God or Religion there, but he ſhall be in 

to be ridicul'd or laught at. And when I have asked, why 
no body moved the Houſe that ſome of them might be called to 
the Bar, and made Examples, the Ny Anſwer hath been, 7: 
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would bg_to no purpaſe— Which js the Shame of the whale Vac, 
and notorious Evidence of their Imprdence and Ignorance of what 
becomes ſuch Aſſemblies, in one part of them ; and of ſuch Baſe- 
neſs, as makes them unworthy of the Name of Chriſtians in the reſt ; 
as if the generous Diſcharge of {o great and noble a Duty, was 
not of it ſelf a thing to great purpoſe; as if the Fearfffl, or ſuch as 
are aſhamed of Chriſt, or his Words, are not ta have their part 
with Infidels and Unbelievers; that zs, with ſuch as the we of 
their Fellow-Members of whom they complain ; as if their Baſe- 
neſs might not reaſonably be imputed by the others to Infidelity 
and Disbelicf of the Religion, which they profeſs, to the Scandal of 
Religion, and Hardeniug thoſe poor Creatures in their Impiety. 
It is no wonder if the whole Nation abound in Infidelity, and all 
kind of Wickedneſs, when there is no more Religion in thoſe who 
ſhould corre& it among the Commons, and the Larirnudinarian Bi- 
ſhops among, the Lords. And now [ appeal to the Conſciencies of 
all, who have any Senſe of Religion, and to the dreadful Tribunal 
of Almighty God, whether theſe things be not true, and whether 
there be not moredanger to the Nation from ſuch a Houſe of Com- 
mons, and ſuch Biſhops, than from Popery, and from all the Prieſts and 
Teſuites in the Nation, if they were as many more as they are. 

And where there is no more Fear of God, it is no wonder if there 
be not that Honour and Reſpect for the King, that there ought to be: 
Freedom of Debates in Parliament is undoubtedly the Right of the 
Subjc& ; but if under pretence of Freedom of Debates any Members 
ſhall do a&ts of Iiifolence and Difſreſpe© to the King, that is no part 
of their Right, but a Violation of Duty to the King, and tending 'to 


the Diſſolution of the Government, and ought to be corrected.. 


That your late Yores, grounded upon a falſe and fooliſh Letter 
to a Member of Parliament, was ſuch, is believed by many, to get 
an advantage againſt the King ; and to prevent that, *tis likely 
many did comply in their Votes, who did not ſee any other 'reaſon 
for it; and the Choice of the Chairman for that Committee, a Per- 
ſon, who was turn'd out .of her. Service by the late good Queen, 
hath declared openly in your Lobby to my ſelf, that he thought 
Vice ought to be incouraged, and is reported to have expreſſed no 
little diſreſpect to the King in your Houſe before. now, is a _con- 
ſiderable Aggravation of the Indignity. , How ſuch things can be 
conſiſtent either with Conſcience and Religion, Civil Duty tosbur 
Country, and one of the beft Governments in the World, or their 


Oaths of Fidelity to the King, 1 do not anderſtand ; nor fo mach 
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The King hath ſhewed himſclya Prince of great Courage, aitd of as vos 
| great Prudence and Conduct, - Almighty God has by him, as hi 
Inſtrument, in Confederacy with divers of the chicf Caholiche- 
Princes, vouchſafed us a hapyy Peace, if we have the Diſcretiot 
uſe it as we ought, and as becomes Perſons ſenſible of his Goodae 
and of the reſpeXthey ought © have for his Inſtuments in it. 4B F.. f2 
* I doubt theſe Polititians do hit egregiouſly befool themſelves wife W 4 
a vain Concelt and PreſumptIn of having the Purſe of the Nafion, -. * nag 
For certainly the King hath a little need of them, as they havg for A 
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| : him : and by ſuch Politicks they do but provoke the jult IndEgpe : g* 
ſ tion, not only of a wiſe Prince, bnt of all honeſt and faithful - 
jets ; and molt of all, uf rhole Confederates, who, if this King ſibulf F.. 
| die, as he mult one day, may, by the juſt Judgment of God, @hteR. . of Vas 


into a Confederacy of themſelves to correct their Ingratitude and” 4 
Folly, Nay, ſhould the King but diſſolve this Parlijanaec, and 11Þ* 33 

a Declaration ſet out ſuch Reaſons as he may for that, and for . 
Calling of another, their little Politicks with themſelves might pro- 

bably be ſoon in the dirt. The Pretence of the *Growth of Popery hath * There are * 
been made uſe of to fo ill purpoſe heretofore ; hath fo little ground other more 

at this time, more than what proceeds from the Negligence of the Proper, natu- 
Clergy in aſliſting condemned Perſons, and viſiting the Sick, and the ras m——_ 
Obſtinacy and Unconcernednefs of a Party of Prudential Laritudi- 1, ramove at 
narian Biſhops, for what does more properly belong to their Charge, Fear of Pope- 
and particularly far mending thgix Cie, and making, that found, »»,, than fuch þ - 
which is indefenſible at preſent ; and is raiſed, I believe, ſo unſea- Violence of 
ſonably to ſerve and ſupport a lame and tottering Cauſe, that it's rr wi o_ 
like to prove the Shame and Confuſion both of it, and of thoſe gjav cannot 
who make uſe of ſuch indirect Means for that purpoſe. Let me but but know 
know who were the Compoſers of that Letter, and had the Impu- ſomething, 
dence and Folly to call me (as it is commonly underſtood ) Mad- 

man Convert, (two Lyes at once) and I qo not doubt but to give 

you ſuch 'Account of the whole matter, as will ſufficiently ſatisfie 

both the Houſe and all honeſt and wiſe Men in the Nation. What 

I have more to ſay, I ſhall reſerve till I ſee what Uſe is made of 

this. I hope the Houſe will conſider what 1s to be done, both to 

expiate that provoking Wickedneis againſt God, and to corrett, as 

they deſerve, all Indignities done to the King: and you ſhall 

| | | always find me ready, in what belongs to me, to ſerve both, and my 


| Country, in the beſt manner I can. 


| Your Humble Servant Edward Stephens. 
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